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provided with a more or less tubular spathe or with a simple
bract at the point of its origin. Flowers hermaphrodite, single
or in clusters, sessile, bracteate or bracteolate. Calyx tubular,
more or less deeply 3-dentate. Corolla more or less distinctly
tubular below, divided into 3-valvate, narrow segments, which
arc strongly sculptured-alveolate on the inner side. Stamens 6;
filaments united at the base with the corolla-tube and forming
in the throat a 6-lobed or 6-deiitate corona, suddenly restricted
and subulate in the upper part; anthers ovate or oblong,
dorsifixed. Ovary consisting of 3 carpels which are free below
and united above into one common style; stigma tridenticulate.
Fruit globose or ovoid, formed by one carpel, with the rest
of the abortive carpels at the apex; endocarp crustaceous-woody,
thin. Seed free in the endocarp; hilum basilar ; albumen deeply
ruminate; embryo basilar near the hilum.
Species about 9.
distribution.—Brazil, Venezuela, Argentine, S. Domingo,
Cuba, New Granada.
1. Copernicia eexifera Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 56, t 49 et 50 (excl.
fig. 10) et 242 (partim).—Becc. in Webbia II (1907) \&—Corypha cerifera
Man. Arruda da Camara in Koster Travels in Brazil (1816), App. (ex
Mart. 1. c. 56).
names.—Brazilian Wax Palm; Carnauba (in Brazil).
description.—Stem 30-40 feet high, cylindric, erect, at the.
base usually slightly thickened, 6-8 inches in diameter, covered
with the bases of fallen leaves, either in the upper part only or
throughout. Leaves 4-61 feet long, forming a large spherical
crown. Petiole 2-3 feet long with the base dilated, depressed, a
little concave above and Convex below, armed on the margins
with stout, compressed spines; ligule glabrous, semirotundate-
oblong, finely coriaceous; rhachis O; limb suborbicular in
outline, flabelliform-multifid, undivided in the central part for
about 1-14 feet from the apex of the petiole and on the sides
only for about £-!£ inches, thinly coriaceous, cereo-pulverulent
or whitish on both surfaces, divided into about 60 segments;
central segments 2$- feet long from the apex of the petiole and
about 1-g- inches wide where broadest.
Spadices much elongate, erect-patent, 5-6 feet long, thrice
divided, composed of several partial inflorescences which are

